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“When I look back, I am so impressed again with the life-giving power of literature. If I were a young person today, trying to gain a sense of myself in the world, I would do that again by reading, just as I did when I was young.” –Maya Angelou
The English I Honors course is designed to be a rigorous and challenging introduction to high school English classes.   Students will be expected to think critically, read independently, write frequently, work diligently, collaborate with classmates, and be organized.
 The English I Honors course will work to develop the following literary skills based on the CCS:
· Citation of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says in literary and informational texts.
· Determination of themes and central ideas of texts and analysis its development over the course of literary and informational texts.
· Delineation and evaluation of specific claims in informational texts
· Writing arguments to support claims using relevant and sufficient evidence
· Writing narratives to develop real or imagined experiences
· Participation in the writing process including planning, revising, editing, and rewriting
· Initiation and participation in collaborative classroom discussions
· Demonstration of command of grammar, usage, word meanings, and figurative language while writing and speaking
Classroom materials:

Every student must bring his or her text, notebook, writing utensil, homework assignment, and any other necessary materials to every class, everyday.  You will not be allowed to go get these items from your locker once class has begun.  Being unprepared for class will have a negative affect on your class participation grade.  

You will all have district-issued tablets which you will utilize in class and at home.  As it is not likely you will necessarily need your tablet every day in English class, you do not need to bring it every day.  (If you feel comfortable using it instead of a notebook, you may.  If this is the case, then you must have your tablet in class fully charged and ready to use every day).  I will let you know when it is imperative to have your tablet, fully charged, in class the day before it is needed.  When we use tablets in class, I expect that you will remain on-task with your devices for the entire class period.  I will be able to monitor your screens as you are using the tablets in class.  Students found off-task or not on approved websites will have their participation grade penalized.  As we are all new to using tablets in our classrooms, these guidelines may change during the course of the semester.
English I Honors Text Selections: 

A. Summer reading:  House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros and Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
B. Novels:  The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger




  The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
C. Poetry:  Shakespearean sonnets
D. Drama:  Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

E. Epic:  The Odyssey  by Homer
Grading-students will be graded on a points system.  The number of points earned throughout the marking period will be divided by the number of points offered.  The following types of assignments will be graded on the points system:
Unit tests


Projects



Oral Presentations

Reading quizzes


Narrative Writing


Literary analysis

Class Participation

Research Simulated Writing 

Vocabulary 

Homework


Classwork assignments
Larger assignments, like tests, projects, presentations, and lengthy writing assignments will be weighted with a larger point value, while smaller assignments, like reading check quizzes, vocabulary quizzes, in-class assignments, etc. will be weighted with a smaller point value.

Homework:  
· No late homework will be accepted.

· All homework assignments must be totally complete in order to receive credit.

· Each homework assignment will be worth two points.

· A homework average will be recorded in Genesis twice per marking period.

Make-up work:
· Make-up work is YOUR responsibility!

· If you are absent, you must make the effort to find out what you missed.  You may do so in a number of ways:
· Email me during your absence to find out what you are missing.  
· Check my webpage for important materials or announcements that may have been posted, including the day’s homework assignment.
· Visit the shared drive to access any important materials, notes, assignments, etc. that may have been posted.
· See me on the day of your return to school before class begins.  
You will have one day per absence to make up the work you missed. Missed tests or quizzes must be made up before or after school, or during study halls if schedules permit, and in a timely fashion.  If you miss a test or quiz during your absences, you must be prepared to make arrangements to take the test or quiz upon your return to school.  Any assignments that were due during your absence must be handed in upon your return to school.  Any assignments not completed, major tests not taken, or essays not completed will receive the grade of a zero.
· Late assignments will be reduced by five points for each day late. 
Class Participation: 

· Just because you yell something out every day in class that could amuse or annoy the class or me does not mean you are participating in class.  Your class participation will be evaluated based upon the frequency and quality of your responses, your elaboration upon responses of other students, your explanation of reasoning behind responses, your physical and mental attentiveness, your preparedness for class, among other factors.   A class participation grade will be entered into my Genesis grade book on the 15th and 30th of each month.  Each student will have the potential to earn a maximum of 10 points each time I record this grade. To help you earn the highest participation grade, which will be a portion of your final marking period average, adhere to the following classroom expectations:

The road to success:

· Raise your hand.
· Answer/ask questions.
· Volunteer to read out loud.
· Be prepared for class (pen, notebook, text, etc.).
· Be friendly and respectful to all members of your class, as well as your teacher.
· Work well with others.
· Answer questions when asked.
· Look at people when they speak to you.
· Keep up with the pace of the class, so avoid putting your head down on your desk.

· Be consistently on-time for class.
· Ask to use the pass at an appropriate time, not right after an in-class assignment has been given.
· Stay in your seat until the bell rings, or until I end class.
· Be conscientious about upcoming assignments and any missed work.
· Avoid bringing food or drinks to class.  
· Resist the temptation to use your mobile device in class (unless it is appropriate to do so).
Extra Help:  Students may receive extra help from 2:30 until 3:00 Monday through Thursday in room 110.  I will be available on Tuesdays until 3:15.  However, arrangements can be made for other times, such as before school or during study halls.  Just ask!
Academic Honesty Policy:  If a student is caught cheating (giving or receiving help at an inappropriate time) on a test, quiz, assignment, homework assignment, or plagiarizing any work (which includes copying original work from a source or another student), the student and his or her possible accomplice(s) will receive the grade of a zero for that assignment.   Additionally, the cheating incident will be kept on file via a “green slip.”  The student will not receive demerits, but this could hinder him or her from being selected for any group or organization which examines character.

Electronic Communication:  I am sure many of you will be emailing essays and various assignments to me over the course of the semester.  If you are going to submit assignments this way, please check with me that I have actually received your assignment.  There are times when certain emails just do not make it into my inbox for various reasons.  Therefore, you all will be sending me a “test” email to ensure that I can receive emails from your email address.  If I do not receive your emailed assignment on time, your assignment will be considered late and will be penalized 5 points for each day that it is late.

Classroom Rules and Procedures:

· Please come totally prepared for class when you arrive.  You may not return to your locker after the bell has rung to get forgotten items.

· Trips to the bathroom or water fountain will be limited during class and are at the discretion of the teacher.  Please ask to use the pass to leave the room.
· Please raise your hand to speak or ask/answer a question, and please do not talk while someone else is talking.

· Be respectful of your classmates, your classroom and your teacher.

· You are expected to write the homework assignment down so as not to forget it.

· The bell does not dismiss the class; your teacher does.  Please do not line up at the door at the end of class.

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.  
I look forward to a great semester.

Student signature_________________________                 Date______________

Parent signature__________________________                Date______________

Parents or guardians:

Please complete this form after you have read the course expectations.  I will keep it on file to make staying informed of your student’s progress easier.  Thank you!

Student name:_____________________________________________
Parent/Guardian name(s):

_______________________________________________________
Which is the best way to contact you?

· Home phone ? _________________________________________

· Cell phone ? ___________________________________________

· E-mail address ? _______________________________________

Parents: once you register, you will be able to access your student’s grade and attendance in Genesis through the parent portal.  Grades will be updated on the 15th and 30th of each month
Thank you for taking the time to complete this form.  
I look forward to a great semester!

Honors English I

Master List of Literary Terms
1. 1st person point of view: one of the characters is actually the narrator telling the story using the pronoun I
2. 3rd person limited point of view: the narrator, who plays no part in the story, zooms in on the thoughts and feelings of just one character
3. Omniscient point of view: the person telling the story knows everything there is to know about the characters and their problems; this narrator can tell us about the past, the present, and the future of all the characters
4. Objective point of view: a narrator who is totally impersonal and objective tells the story with no comment on any characters or events
5. Simile: a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things using a word such as like, as, resembles, or than
6. Metaphor: a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things without the use of the word like, as, than, or resembles. 
7. Setting: the time and place of the story or play
8. Imagery: language that appeals to the senses; most often, the author is creating pictures in the reader’s mind by appealing to the sense of sight
9. Personification: giving human characteristics to nonliving or inanimate things
10. Stages of Plot Development

· Exposition: characters and setting are introduced
· Rising action: conflict is introduced and complications arise
· Climax: a moment of great emotional intensity when the outcome of the conflict is decided
· Falling action: the tension lessens 
· Resolution/Denouement: the story’s problems are resolved and the story ends
11. Dramatic irony: occurs when the audience or the reader knows something important that a character in the play or story does not know
12. Situational irony: occurs when there is a contrast between what would seem to be appropriate and what really happens OR when there is a contradiction between what we expect to happen and what really does take place
13. Verbal irony: a writer or speaker says one thing but really means something completely different; sarcasm
14. Alliteration: repetition of the same or very similar initial consonant sounds in the words that are close together
15. Symbol: person, place, thing, or event that stands for itself and for something beyond itself as well
16. Allusion: reference to a statement, a person, a place, or an event from literature, history, religion, mythology, politics, sports, science, or pop culture
17. Hyperbole: exaggeration that is used to express strong emotion or to create a comic effect
18. Onomatopoeia: use of a word whose sound imitates or suggests its meaning
19. Dramatic foil: a character who is used as a contrast to another character; a writer uses a foil to accentuate and clarify the distinct qualities of two characters
20. Foreshadowing: the use of clues to hint at events that will occur later in the plot
21. Mood: the feeling that a reader gets from a particular work of literature
22. Tone: the attitude a writer takes toward the subject of a work, the characters in it, or the audience
23. Theme: the insight about human life that is revealed in a literary work (*The theme is NOT the same as the subject. The subject of a work can usually be expressed in a word or two. The theme is the idea that writer wishes to reveal about that subject.)
24. Static character: a character who does not change much over the course of the story
25. Dynamic character: a character who changes in some important way as a result of the story’s action
26. Internal conflict: opposing forces within a character’s own mind which can include a struggle been opposing needs, desires, or emotions
27. External conflict: a conflict that exists between two people, between a person and nature, between a person and a machine, or between a person and a whole society
28. Protagonist: the main character we focus our attention on, the person who sets the plot in motion (*The protagonist is often but not always the hero.)
29. Antagonist: the character or foe who opposes or blocks the protagonist (*The antagonist is often but not always the villain in the story.)
The Catcher in the Rye
30. Motif
31. Bildungsroman

32. Stream of Consciousness

The House on Mango Street

33. Memoir
34. Vignettes

Romeo and Juliet

35. Sonnet
36. Quatrain
37. Couplet
38. Soliloquy
39. Monologue
40. Aside
41. Iambic pentameter
42. Blank verse

The Odyssey

43. Epic
44. Homeric or Heroic Simile

The Book Thief

45. Allegory

